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support of the views held by tke controlling
bodies. That is a proper and right course
to pursue when the subject is coming before
Parliament., The sensible thing is to put
up to members of Parliament information
sapporting one's case, so that legislators
may have full information upon which to
form a judgment. I submit that racing and
matters associated with it—the intense pub-
licity eampaigns, the intense wireless cam-
paigus, and the ramifieations of betting—are
long overdue for a comprehensive overhanl.
Legislation dealing with racing, betting and
associated features shouwld be re-examined.
Exhaustive inquiry should be made with a
view to garnering all the information avail-
able and giving evervone who has an interest
the opportunity to present his case in ecir-
cumstances where it can be combated by
opposing interests, the evidence thus being
tested.

I repeat, an inquiry is long overdue. A
select committee of this House wonld do
valuable work, and would gather much
helpful information. 1t may be srid
that the inquiry should he by a Royal Com.
mission instead of by a select committee,
For my part, so long as the job is done, I
care not by what means it is done. In my
opirnion there is not great need for a Royal
Commission in this case, beecause nobody is
being hurt and nobody’s personal interests
are at stake. The inguiry would be one of
an abstraet, impersonal nature, the object
being to gather information for the use of
members of this Chamber. The inquiry counld
well be undertaken by a select committee of
the House. Accordingly I move the mo-
tion standing in my name.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.13 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eleventh Duy—Conclusion,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray—Wost) [4.32]: The seven-
teenth Parliament opens in an international
atmosphere of fense suspense and anxiety.
The allegedly civilised nations of the world
are standing to arms. and may be engulfed
at any moment in a terrible strugple which
may permanently disable, and perhaps des-
troy, every nation participating in it. The
present frightful position has been pre-
ceded by an unprecedented campaign of
hideous eruelty and persecution against
thousands of innocent men, women and
children. The Briti<h nation stands solidly
behind its leaders, and atl thoughtful people
will fervently pray that the statesmen of
the demoeracies will guide the nations
away from the threatened international
catastrophe.

The Commonwealth has suffered a severe
loss through the pascing of the late Prime
Minister, Mr. Lyons, who, through a life-
time of serviee to his native State and to
the Commonwealth, built up a sound repu-
tation for honesty and integrity of purpose.
The sudden passing of the latc Premier of
Tasmania, Mr. Ogilvie, is a very severe blow
to that State and to the Commonwealth. In
this State the sudden death of Miss May
Holman eame ax a severe shock to every
section of the people. Miss Holman worked
uneeasingly in many publie activities in this
State, She was a champion of the under-
dog, and devoted her life to the spcial ad-
vaneement of women and children. As a
woman member of Parliament, she set a
very high standard of efficiency, which will
he very diffienlt for other women to emu-
latu,

Menhers® eritieism of the Government’s
financial administration has followed along
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usnal lines. A stutement is made that over
u certain period of years expenditure has
inereased by such and such an amount, and
this is all the information our erities re-
quire. From it they are immediately pre-
parved to argue that the Treasurer has re-
laxed his control over tha finances of the
State. My, Baxter’s strictures on the Gov-
ernment’s financinl policy afford a striking
example of the tvpe of criticism to which
T have referred. He quoted fgures in ro-
spect of expenditure from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund for the years 1932-33 to
1938-39, showing that the total had grown
from £9,196,000 to £11,170,000 during the
period of the Government's ococupancy of
the Treasnry benches. DMr. Baxter said—

There is only onc conclusion to be drawn
from such a heavy increase, and that js_that
the finanees of the State are in the hands of
a Government that is not competent to control
them.

Similar, but less extravagant, eritieism
was made by Mr. Seddon and Mr. Nichol-
son. Mr. Seddon said—

When one looks at the returns, one cannot

help thinking that supervision mlght have been
eloser than it has been.
Both hon. members’ statements on this im-
portant subject would have been consider-
ably more impressive i€ aceompanied by a
critical analysis of revenue and expenditure
as disclosed by the public accounts.

Hon. J. Cornell: If possible.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In the
abgence of such an  analysis, howaver,
their arguments can only be charae-
tevised as pure conjeeture. On pre-
vions oceasions it has been empha-
sised  that when Government expendi-
ture is dissected it is disclosed how very
small is the proportion of the total outlay
affording scope for effecting economies.
Thus, of the total expenditure of
£11,170,000 incurred last year, £8,288,000,
or almast 75 per cent of the whole amonnt,
was devoted to servieing the publiec debt and
to expenditure on public utilities for the
purpose of earning revenue and providing
essential services. Details of such expendi-
ture are as follows:—

£
3,889,000

471,000
3,928,000

£8,288,000

Interest and Smkmg Fund
Exchange ..

Public Utilities
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Then, again, payments have to be mad
under the various Special Acts unde
which revenue is appropriated for snch pur
poses as pensions and retiring allowances
parliamentary allowances, the reforestation
fund, the University of Western Australia
and so on. Under these headings, expendi
ture last year totalled £381498. Whe
these and the ofther payments I have men
tioned are offset against the total expendi
ture for 1938/39, there is left a balance o
something under 2% millions, the majo
portion of which represents disbursement
for salaries and wages to departmental offi
coers  whose remuneration is fixed b
awards and agreements. Such disburse
ments amounted last year to £1,666,16¢
so that actually the field affording oppo:
tunities for curtailed expenditure is les
than £850,000. This latter figure, of eours
represents varions departmental contingen
cies. It ineludes expenditure—other tha
administrative salaries and wages—on socis
services and departmental activities such
relief of the aged, indigent and infirn
child welfare, miners’ phthisis, care of fh
sick and mentally afflicted, unemploymer
relief, education, agrieulture, mines and s
forth. Although the Grants Commissio
has penalised the State from time to tim
for the liberality of its social serviees, it :
unlikely that even Mr. Baxter would charg
the Government with extravagance on th
score. A comparison of the expenditm
during 1932-33 and 1938-39, grouped unds
the headings mentioned, is as follows:—

1932-33. 1938-3£ ]
Servicing of Public
Debt 4,071,373 $,360,2
Publ[c Utilitles ... 2,840,004 ... 3,828,4
Other Speclal Acts 236,554 .
Other expenditare—
Salarles and wages 1,147,818 1,686,169
Contingencies ... 890 487 . 92
2,047,408 2,499,0
£9,108,234 £11,170,1
The respective increases were:—
£ [3
Serviclng of Public Debt ... 283,8
Publlc Utllities 1,087,5
Other Speclal Acts 144,9
Other expenditire—
Salaries and wages w. 518,253
Contingencles (decrenue) 85,005
———— 4525
Total .... £1,973,8

Practically the whole of the increased e
pendifure arose in fields outside the Trea
urer’s confrol. The increased cost of se
vicing the public debt is due to the adde
loan liability during the past six years. .
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members are gware, the moneys raised have
heen used for a sound programme of pub-
lic works, which has provided employment
iustead of sustenance to men dependent
upon the Government for work, and at the
same time has increased the productive eap-
acity of the State. Despite reforms
in bundgeting methods made by the Gov-
ernment, to which I shal vefer later,
the percentage of earnings of loan assets
to all public deht charges has increased from
32 to 58, Public ntilities were responsible
for over 35 per cent. of the increase in ex-
penditure. The actual increase-—£1,087,505—
was attributable mainly to increased salary
and wages pavments, and to expansion in
the zeale of operations to earn an additional
£1,142,630 of revenue.

Hon. J. Cornell: No expenditure on the
railways !

The HONORARY MINISTER: Increases
under Special Acts were due either to the
restoration of depressien enis, or to in-
erearedd payments into special funds neces-
sitated by increased reeeipts, The net in-
ereaze in all other expenditure was £452,55%.
This =um iz more than accounted for by ad-
ditional expendituve, totalling £518,253, in-
cwrred for wages and salaries, on account of
the restoration of salary and wage cuts, the
reclassification of positions in the service,
the application of basic wage fluctuations to
the adjustment of salaries and normal ex-
pansion in departmental services. In the
tield affording opportunities for economy—
contingencies—the Treasurer, far from re-
laxing control over expenditure, has actually
bronght about a reduction amounting to
£(35,605. Had the Government been unsuc-
cessful in it< efforts largely to eliminate the
necessity for sustenance pavments, this de-
ertiat=e would have been converted into an in-
crease of 234,000, since unemployment re-
lief payments have shrunk approximateiy
£300,600 during the period under review.
At the <ame time, members will realise that
as 1 dirveet result of the improvements cffec-
ted in the nnemployment position during the
Government's tenmre of office, we have heen
able, not only to vestore votes for essential
deparhimental  eonlingencies to a normal
hasis, but al-o further to liheralise the seale
of assi-tance to widows and children and
~u~tenauee workers, without eausing any in-
creace in total expenditure in the field afford-
ing seope for veonomy,
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Some reference to Mr. Baxter's state-
ments on the revenue position is necessary.
The hon. member, after vemarking on the
inerease in expenditure, said—

On the other hand, the revenue¢ mainly
through heavier taxation has returned sob-
stantial increases. Thus, if the position was
controlled by a competent Goverument, there
should be a surplus each year.

Similar arguments have been advanced
from time to time. Members eriticising the
(fovernment s finaneial  administration
have urged that, with the extea money
yielded by the financial cmergency tax,
the Treasurer should he acemmulating
handsome surpluses, or doing more to ex-
tend the seale of our social service. When
members advanee these arguments, how-
ever, they have no regard to the effect on
the published revenue position of the re-
torms instituted by the Government in the
presentation of the public acecountis. That
i a point members should bear in mind.
As members are aware, the (Government,
by abandoning the unsound practice of
charging to loan account, items that should
properly have been met from revenue, has
been presenting budgets that are an ac-
eurate reflex of the aectual Treasury posi-
tion. When the Government took office in
1933, the practice was to eredit to rev-
enue the amount of interest due hy the
Agricultural Bank in exeess of the sum
actually collected from seftlers.  Mr.
Holmes called attention to that practice at
the time. The moneys were taken from a
trust fund containing not only settfers’
interest payments, hut also their repay-
ments of capital, so that the Bank was
often left with insuflicient funds to make
Turther advances. Money for this purpo<e
had therefore to be obtained from Iloan
funds, and the net resnlt was that loan
funds were transferred te revenue. XNow,
however, the Treasurer rececives only the
amount of interest aetunlly collected trom
settlers, the deficiency being made good
from revenue.

Mention might be made of other items
of expenditure, previously chamged te trust
accounts or loan that the Treasurer nmow
charges fo revenue. For example, money
was advanced hy the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to permit of providing settlers
with wire netting on Ienz ferm eredit. The
practice was to eredit the receipts from
the :ale of wire netting to a trast fumd
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and to charge the tund with interest and
repayments due to the Commonwealth.
When the trust fund became overdrawn,
the overdraft was made good tfrom loan
moneys. Since this practice was discon-
tinued, the whole of the amount due to the
Commonwealth has been met from revenue.
Examples might be multiplied, but enough
has been said to indicate that the hooi-
keeping methods obtaining to-day afford a
more accurate picture of the State’s finan-
eial position than those in vegue when
the Government first took office.  Mem-
hera may le surprised to learn, however,
that had we followed the old method last
vear, we would have been able to eclaim
eredit for a surplus of £383,000. In other
words, the cost of the reforms mentioned
amounted to £803,000, equal to the greater
part of the receipts from the financial
emergency tax.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did not the Common-
wealth (lovernment insist upon those re-
forms in the keeping of the accounts be-
fore it would advance the monev?

The HONXORARY MINISTER: I believe
the Premier has always been keen to make
these drastic veforms in the keeping of

accountz. The total of £803,000 includes
the following items:—

£

Agricultural Bank and Soldiers’ _
Settlements L. .. .. 45000
Group Settlement .. 260,000
Trading Coneerns .- g.‘l,ﬂﬂﬂ
Agricultural Land Purehase ._:n,nno
Wire netting . 26,000
Cartage of ore 13,000
Total .. £803,000

T wish to refer briefly to the employment
position. The Government iz fully seized
of the magnitude of the problem of dead-
end employment for vouths, and with the
gerious results cansed to our young people
by unemployment. In Melbonrne on the 19th
and 20th Juiv a conference of representa-
tives of the Commonwealth and all State
tovernments was held, and at this confer-
ence I represented the Western Australian
Government. T was greatly impressed by
the obvious sincerity of all the representa-
tives, who fully appreciated the seriousness
of the problem, espeeially in Victoria and
New South Wales. If effect can be given
hy the various Governments to the resolu-
tions passed at the conference, a long step

- will have heen taken towards the solution
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of the problem.
read—

Resolution No. 1.—With a view to con-
tributing to the continued employment, as
adults, of male persons who enter employment
as juniors, the conference affirms the desir-
ability of all competent industrial tribunals
considering (and where necessary for this
purpose being given power to consider) the
fixation of interim maximum ratios of minors
to adults, and of females to males, who may
be employed; and that the Governments econ-
cerned, including the Commonwealth, should
take the neccssary steps, legislative or other-
wige, to implement this resolution.

Resolution No. 2.—The conference recom-
mends that the State Governments take steps
to introduce legislation to raise the minimum
school leaving sge to 15 years by at least
three suceessive steps of four months starting
from the 1st July, 1940,

Queensland  dissented from this resolutior,
as 1t 18 the intention of that Government to
introduce during this session legislation
raising the school leaving age to 13 years,
but gziving the right to Exceutive Counecil
to proclaim the new Act in districts as re-
quived. Industrial centres are to be pro-
claimed first, bringing the new principle
into gradual operation all over the State,
as finance permits. It is of course neces-
sary for the proposal to be examined elosely
by edncational experts.

The resolutions ecarried

Resolution No, 3.—(This resolution deals
only with the Commonwealth, New South
Wales and Vietoria.)

Resolution No. 4.—The conference recom-
mends that there be established in each State
a research organisation with at least one re-
gearch oflicer appointed by that State on a
full-time hasis to attack the problem of
employment and unemployment; that the
Commenwealth appoeint qualified research in-
vestigators responsible primarily to the Com-
monwealth Bureau of Statistivs to aet in
close co-gperation with employment research
organisations in the States; and that for the
purpose of ensuring the vontinuons collabora-
tion of the Commonwealth and the States in
dealing with the problem of employment for
voung persons this conference should con-
stitute itself as a c¢ontinning body to be con-
vened by the Commonwealth, meeting at least
twice a year,

Resolution No. 5 provides that the first in-
quiry shall be to ascertain the extent of
dead-end employment of young persons, to
supgest remedies, and to ascertain the effect
of such remedies on industry. Resolution
Nno. 6 asks that steps be taken to hring
abont uniformity of legislation on the sub.
jeet in all the States. Resolution No. 7 asks
for the appointment of a competent antho-
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rity to inquire into the practicability of
adopting a shorter working week, and to
make a recommendation. These resolutions
arc mow receiving the consideration of sll
the Governments.

Suegestions for the improvement of the
working conditions of single men have heen
made during the debate. It is not finan-
cially possible to inerease the working
period to single men; and if sufficient fonds
were uvailable, repercussions in the country
districts would ereate a grave problem for
primary producers. In addition to fhis, it
would he necessary to follow through with
increased working periods to married men.
This at the present time, for financial rea-
sonz, the Government cannot do. The sug-
gestion that single men be allowed to work
comfbinuously for a period and then stand
down has been tried and proved a failure.
In the course of my duties as Assistant
Minister I have to meet young men out of
employment. I hate the single men's camps
with a fervent hatred, and do everything
possible to persuade young men from going
there. Such a eamp is no place for young
men to go to. In this effort T have been
signally suceessful. The popular idea that
the single men's camps are comprised of
very young men is wrong. As a matter of
fact, a large number of the men are past
middle age, and are guite content with the
conditions offering. I ask members fo bear
in mind that the Government is faced with
the task of providing work or sustenance
for nearly 8,000 men. The numbers have
increased of recent months through pastoral
diffieulties in the North, which need no
stressing, and the low prices of primary
produets.

In the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech reference
was made to the marked increase in last
vear's expenditure on school buildings.
Commenting on the added faeilities pro-
vided by the Government, Mr. Baxter said—

Each and every one of the bujldings that
have been provided has been built at a very
high eost, and it is strange that in every in.
stance these bhuildings have been ereeted in
distriets represented by members of  the
Government. There is no doubt that this
work has been carried out for the purpose of
gaining votes at the elections.

A serutiny of the list of school buildings
completed and anthorised during the period
covered by the Speech diseloses how com-
pletely reckless. and remote from the truth,
we=< the hon. member's statement. In all
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cases the only factor that has influenced ex-
penditure on school buildings has been the
urgent edueational necessity for their pro-
vision, Taking the items mentioned in the
Speech in their order, I would first mention
the new High School at Geraldton. The
agitation for the establishment of that insti-

tution started in 1916, and although
anti-Lohonr Governments have been in
power for five sessions of Parliament

since then, it remained for the present
(iovernment to authorise the establishment
of the school. .An opening enrolment of
190 students shows that the Government's
action was fully justified, It is interesting
to note that high schools established at
Northam, Albany and Bunbury by the Mit-
chell Ministry at approximately the same
cost as the Geraldton school, opened with
enrolments of 130, 166 and 130 respectively.

The necessity for the provision of post-
primary faeilities for children living south
of the river has been apparent for some
vears. Owing to the very rapid advance of
settlement in this area and the consequent
increase in the number of children avail-
able for post-primary work, the position
became so acute that at the beginning of
the vear it was found necessary, as a tem-
porary expedient, to establish post-primary
classes at the Victoria Park and East Vie-
toria Park sehools. The same conditions
regarding lack of accommodation applied at
the Perth Technieal College, the Fremantle
Technical School, and the Kalgoorlie School
of Mines, and the strong demand for the
provision of facilities for training young
people for industrial and technical oceupa-
tions neeessitated the cvection of a metal
work centre at Collic and the School of
Mines at Wiluna.

Other sclool buildings authorised during
the period covered by the Governor's
Speech are as follows:—

New lrick schools—Dalkeith, Corrigin, Man-
durah and Narembeen.

New schools—Agnew, Cox’s Find, East Pop-
anyinning, TYallabatharva, Carrabin Springs,
Culbin, Pingaring Siding, and Tinkurrin,

New class rooms——Bicton, Busselton, Eden
Hill. litarning, RKwolyin, Palmyra, Queen ‘s

Park, Recdy, Rivervale. Scarborough, and
Youanmi.

Hon, G. B. Wood: All very small schools.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mem-
hers for the South-Fast Provinee have again
urged that the Government should consider
the establishment of a high school at Narre-
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gin. Similar representations have been
made from time to time sinee as far back as
1914. The Minister and the Director at the
time considered these requests very care-
fully, and the petitioners on each occasion
were told that the number of children avail-
able for high school education did not war-
rant the establishment of a high school at
Narrogin.  Arrangements, however, were
made some years ago for children to take
a three years’ secondary school comrse, in-
cluding French and science, up to the junior
cortificate standard. Children who pass the
“Junior” from this school may complete
their secondary cducation at any country
high school, and will receive a living away
from home allowanee of £24 per annum for
the two years. The policy of the depart-
ment has been that no high school could be
established until there was a possibility of
about 200 ehildren for the post-primary
elasses, namely, above class VI., with a pos-
gibility of ten proceeding for the fourth
and fifth year course. At the present time
the enrolment in classes VIT., VIII. and IX.
at Narrogin tofnls 95.

Speaking on the Supply Bill, Mr. Cornell
said that the inadeqnate school facilities at
Norseman “have heen the bugbear of the
local people” He added that “at Norse-
man there arve more children under school
age than there are at present aftending
school and there are 380 attending now.
Members will recognise the urgent necessity
for an adequate school building being con-
structed.” Mr. Williams also referred to
the same subjeet last night. Mr. Cornell is
somewhat mistaken in his figures. The en-
rolment is 291 and the average attendance
233 pupils. When the present additional
room now heing crected and the proposed
alterations are completed, there will be ace-
commodation for 280 pupils on the basis of
last quarter’s average attendance. This
should be adequaie to eater for all present
requirements. The department is aware
that a denominational sehool is to be erected
there shortly. This should further ease the
position. '

Referring to the building aceommodation
provided at the Narembeen school, Mr.
Wood said—*It is net right that country
children should be deprived of primary eduo-
eation.” The hon. member’s observation is
searcely pertinent. The facts show that the
enrolment is 98, while the average aftend-
anee is 87. At present there are two rooms

463

affording acecommodation for 90 pupils. The
department is evecting a brick room, the
nuclens of a permanent school, to aceommo-
date 50 more pupils, With regard to the
Merredin  school, expenditure has been
authorised for the raising of the rooms and
the conditioning and draining of the
grounds.

Reference has been made during the de-
bate to the industrial dispnte at Fremantle,
in which 230 employees are involved. As
there is a compulsory conference sitting
to-morrow, I do not wish to say anything
that may in any way prejudice a satisiae-
tory scttlement. It is easy, of course, to
blame the strikers, but those with inside
knowiedge of the causes of the dispute,
wmarvel that industrial trouble has been se
long delayed. The attitude of the em-
ployers is hard to understand. This
trouble, if commonsense had been exers
¢ised, could have been settled in five min-
utes. The mannging director of Mills &
Ware’s, Ltd.—a comparatively young man
—~betrayed his inexperience by his econduet
during the dispute. Being stiff-necked and
arrogant will not achieve a setilement, and
there nre indications that he is being used
as a eaispaw by the Executive of the Em-
ployers’ Federation. The fAirm of Milis &
Ware has established a thriving industry
in this State. The quality of the products
cannot he expelied by those from the Eastern
States or oversea. The firm lLas been pro-
teeted very fully by the tariff, and by com-
pavatively high shipping freights from the
Eastern States. Neither could suceess have
been achieved without the assistance of
the respective Governments, who, by a con-
tinuous local produets campaign, created
the necessary psychology for suecess. Thig
is the onc industry in the State that re-
ceived the full benefit of the loeal pro-
ducts eampaign begun by the Mitehell Gov-
crnment and earried on by succeeding Gov-
ernments.  No firm or individual in this
State owes more to the Government or the
public than Mills & Ware, and the prinei-
pals should realise that they are more than
proprietors. They are trustees with duties.
to fulfil to their employees, and they must
not be allowed callously to disregard the
Tuture welfare of the young people whe
happen to be working for them, This view
has also been expressed by people who
do not belong to the Labour Party. Em-
plovers in different parts of Australia
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realise that they must be something more
than bosses towards their employees,
Hon. C. F. Baxter: Are not Mills &
Ware's employees already working under
an agreement?
The HONORARY MINISTER: They are
working under an award,

Hon, J. M, Mactarlane: I think you will
find there are two or three awards there.

The HONORARY AINISTER: Even if
Mills & Ware can afford to have the fac-
tory closed down, the State cannot afford
to have so many people out of employment.
The employers must have some regard for
the welfare of the State.

Commenting on the manner in which the
Transport Act is administered, Mr. Bolten
mentioned several cases that seemed to him
to indicate that the Minister concerned
does not give the same consideration to
locally-made as to imported articles. Mr.
Bolton made an excellent speech and
ereated a strong impression on members.
I propose to deal with some of the state-
ments made by him and what I have to
say wilt throw a different light upon the
matters referred to by him, The first case
instanced by the hon. member related to
the licensing of parlour coaches. He said—

An excellent regulation is one that provides
that a parlowr coach must have a deoer
on either side of cach seat. There are
only two coarhes in the State that do
not conform to this regulation and thev
were built in South Australia. They were
constructed for the contractor to the Tourist
Department of this State. Being required
for tourist aetivities, they had to be licenseld
no matter what regulations happened to he
in force.

Continving, Mr. Bolion said that per-
mission was subsequently sought and re-
fused for the construction of more coaches
of a similar nature. He declared that the
Traffic Department explained that—*'‘the
coaches imported from South Australia
were licensed because—well, because they
had to be licensed.’” The parlour coaches
referred to by Mr. Bolton are omnibuses
licensed to carry up to 14 passengers. I
am advised that at the time the Tourist
Burean’s parlour coaches were first lic-
ensed—April, 1936—the Traffic Regula-
tions did oot provide, as My. Bolton stated,
that ‘‘A parlour coach must have a door
on either side of each seat.” The parlour
coaches were huilt and licensed and were
in operation before that regulation was
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framed. That takes all the sting out of
Mr. Bolton’s statement.

Hen. J. M. Mactarlane: It does noi jus-
tify their continuing to be run on the
roads.

The HONORARY
regulations read—

(Jj) All doors to open outwards havieg a
fastening device that may quivkly be released
in ease of emergency, but which shall be pro-
tectedl against aceidental opening,

(x) All other requisites for the securing of
proper cleanliness and due provision for the
safety and convenience of passengers shall be
provided to the satisfaction of a traffie inspee-
tor.

MINISTER: The

Since the licensing of the vehicles re-
ferred to by Mr. Bolton, the regulations
have been amended to read—

238. (1) In the case of a single-decked
vehicle fitted with a permanent top, or in the
case of a lower deck of a double-decked ve-
hicle—

{a) There shall be not less than two means
of entrance and exit, which shall be situated
on {ifferent sides of the vehivle (the fromt or
the back of the vehicle being regarded as the
side of the vehicle for this purpese). One of
these meuns of entratice and exit may be re-
stricted to wse in case of emergency.

I know that from Mr. Bolton's state-
ments some members concluded that some-
thing very wrong had oceurred, but T think
the explanation I have given removes any
impression of that kind.

Then the hon, member said that the Swan
Portland Cement (‘0. had desived to place
on the road feur velicles to cart limestone.
He continued :—

A regulation provides that the over-all length
of a motor truck and trailer must not exceed
33ft. . . In order that it might be able to
carry 4 payable load the vompany asked that
an uadditional 3 feet—18 inches on each vehicle
—should be permitted in respect of the four
it was ordering. The traffic authorities refused
the request, and the vehicles had to be econ-
strueted according to the reguiation. In spite
of that, within a few days a vchicle was
licensed that wus 42 feet overall, that is, 9
feet more than the regulation permitted.

I should like the House to know that the
vehicles the company proposed to put ou
the road were articulated vehicles—that is
to say, semi-trailers—and not, as stated by
Mr. Bolton, motor trucks and trailers. The
agents for the wvehicles applied on hehaif
of the company to license semi-trailers—
vehicles that would be 38 feet 8 inches in
tength and of a gross weight of 22 tens.
As these dimensions contravened thp Traf-
fic Regulations which provided for a maxi-
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mum overall length of 33 feet for artien-
lated vehicles and a maximum gross weight
of 12 tons—or ten tons less than the gross
weight of the vehicles the Swan Portland
Cement Co. wished to place on the road,—
the application which was referred to the
Minister was disapproved. As to the hon.
member’s statement that within a few days
of ithe rejection of the company’s appliea-
tion a license was issued for a vehicle that
was 42 feet overall, sach a vehicle was
never licensed in the metropolitan avea, nor
has any application heen made by a local
authority to the Mibister outside that area
to issue such a license. So the hon. member
made a very bad mistake.

The next case mentioned by JMr. Bolton
related to the Fremantle Tramway Com-
pany’s buses. The company applied to the
Transport Board to license its buses with
a proposed width of 8 feet, and was re-
ferred to the Traffie Department, which re-
fused to issue a license. Thereupon the
huses were built to conform to the regula-
tions, which provide for a maximum width
of T feet 6 inches, It is gunite true, of
course, that trollev buses are eight feet in
width, but as these vehicles are not subject
to the regulations made under the Traffie
Act, the Department has no jurizdiction in
the matter of their dimensions.

With regard to the licensing of a semi-
trailer of a width of 8 feet 1 inch the owners,
Cadd & Co. Ltd.. approached the Police
Department for a license, They were told
that one could not be granted, but that the
matter would be referred to the Alinister
for Works. The Minister agreed to license
the vehicle to be nsed only in the metroe-
politan area between Fremantle and Perth,
and mainly on the south side of the river.
The Commissioner of Police then recom-
mended that the regulation in connection
with the width of the vehicles should he
repealed. The Minister would not agree
to that, but suggested that a regulation be
made granting himn the power to give per-
mission in special ecirenmstances for khe
licrnsing of a vehicle exceeding the pre-
seribed width. This amendment was sub-
zequently gazefted on the 7th July, 1939,
Sinee then permission has heen given to an
oil company to license three new vehicles
at 8 feet which are to be used only in the
metropolitan area. The hodies of these
vehicles are being built in Perth.
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The last case mentioned by Mr. Bolton
concerned the importation of some buses
from overseas. He said:—

Recently a well-known company imported
four buses from England. The company never
worried about the traflic regulation. When the
buses wrrived it was discovered that they were
nine feet high from the ground, whereas the
regulations provided they must be no more
than 8 feet ¢ inches, Omce again a regulation
was put through . . . to permit of these buses
being licensed.

The only comment I have to offer on this
statement is that the regulations have pro-
vided for a maximum height for single
decked omnibuses of 9ft. since 1st November,
1935. 1In this regard the hon. member made
another mistake. This has been a rather
lengthy explanation. However, I feel that
at a time when the Governmment is making
every cndenvour to encournge the expansion
of secondary industries in this State I could
not overlook unfounded statements to the
effeet  that Ministers granted eonces-
gions in favour of imported articles, The
explanation 1 have givew, I think eompletely
elears up the allegations made by 3Mr. Bolton.
IIe was eortainly respensible for some serious
mis-statements, though 1 do not doubt he
was convineed of the truth of his remarks.

Mr. Parker offered strong eomment on the
administration ol lhe Firearms and Guns
Act. He said that the measure had become a
faree and that it was administered in an ex-
traordinarily striet manner through the
vegulations, Tt is n fact, as the hon
menber pointed out, that a person has
firat to abtain a permit from the Police De-
partment hefere nequiring a firearm.  This
is surely a perfectly reasonable provision.
If the permit svsiem were not in operation
fle present control over the umnauthorised
possessors of firearms would be seriously
wenkened n: many persons aequiring arms
would fail te take out a license. Mr. Parker
pointed out that firearims may be procured
from another State without the knowledge
of the Police Department here. Persons
doing o run the rvisk of prosecution if they
do not apply for a license. The fact that
there is a loophole for evasion is no reason
why we should relax the present preeautions
that are taken to prevent arms and ammunt-
tion falling into the hands of undesirable
persons. The hon. member stated that a
person from the conntry visiting Perth, and
taking a faney to a gun on display in some
shop could not afford to purchase “becanse
he has first to get a permit from the police-
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man in the place where he resides, and
further, becanse the permit under the regu-
lations is good for only 24 hours.” TUnder
ordinary conditions it is reasonable, I sub-
mit, to request a person to obtain his permit
at the nearest police station. However, that
rule is not strietly enforeed where it would
result in undue inconvenience.

Hon, H. 5. W. Parker: Yet the Minister
i= introducing new regulations.

The HONORARY MIXISTER: As to the
regulation reguiring the aequisition of the
weapon within 24 hours of the time of issue
of the permit, 1 am informed the depart-
ment has for some time realised the im-
practieability of its enforcement.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The department
still enforees it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The de-
partment says it does net.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is like starting-priee
betting.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: Ths
regulation was amended recently, but owing
to a technical error in the amendment, is
being further recast. The proposed amend-
ment will make provision for a person to
obtain a permit to ecomplete the purchase
of a firearm within a time stipulated on
the permit instead of within & period of
24 hours. That should meet the hon, mem-
ber's objection.

Hon, E. H. Angelo: So yon are taking
notice of what the hon. member sald and
are amending the regulations?

The HONORARY MNISTER: 1 take
the view that all construetive eriticism is
cood, and we are only too pleased to give
effect to suggestions that are helpful. Mr.
Parker chiose a rather extreme case when
he instanced the operation of the regula-
tions in relation to & passenger from a mail
boat who might wish to buy ammunition in
Weslern Austraila, Neither the Aet nor any
of the reguiations makes provision for the
supply of ammunition fo persons not licensed
to possess a fircarm, except in the case of
exempted persons or those acting as agenf
for a licensee.

Hon. 1. 8. W. Parker: “Firearm” ‘n-
¢lndes ammnnition under the Aect.

The HONORARY MINISTER: One
would need to have a license to obtain
ammunition.

Hon. E. H. Anselo: Nobody observes
these restvietions just now.
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The HONXORARY MINISTER: I under-
stand that eartridges for clay pigeon sheot-
ing on shipboard are always procurable on
the bhoats.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Why caunot we
trade as well?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Provi-
sion for the contingency mentioned by the
hon, member would be a remarkable example
of the type of “hard-luek” legislation he has
so frequently deplorcd in this House. With
regard to a eertain incidest that happened
in Fremantle, Mr. Parker said:—

A man with a gun goes te register and the
gun is confiseated . . . In one instance 3 man
whao had a .22 rifle in )is house went away
for a trip and upon lis return found the rifle
wag gone. e subsequently recovered his rifi¢
at Fremantle, but the police would not give
him a license and would not register his gunm,
because, they snid, they qid not know what
hud been done with it im the meantime,

I submitted the hon. member's statement
to the Commissioner of Police who advised
me that a firearm can be confiscated only
by ovder of the Court.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: 1 said they
would not license it and that they also took
it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Commissioner of Police went on to say:—

The facts of the Fremantle episode are that:
The rifle was reported stolen, The owner sub-
sequently preduced it and admitted it had been
in other hands. The licensing of the rifle was
hefd up pending inquiry. The owner could
have heen prosecuted on twe counts, but no
ﬂ(’tioll was taken.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Why; because
he applied for a lieense? As soon as he
complied with the law, he was proseeuted.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Parker had n good deal to say about start-
ing-price betting. He made statements that
sounded very nasty.

Hon. H. 8. W. Pavker: Quite right, too.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
constituted a sertous reflection upon the ad-
ministration. The hon. member said—

We know that if such laws uare only partly
enforced Ministers and their officers have only
themseives to blame if remarks of a personal
nature are hurled against them., We all knnw
ihat there are starting-price betting shops that
are never raided and never charged, though
carrying on quite openly,

I do net propose to offer any comment on
the hon. member’s statement beyond men-
tioning that I submitted his remarks to the
Commissioner of Police, who furnished me
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with the following report made by the offi-
«cer in charge of the branch engaged in the
suppression of betting houses:—

As sergeant in charge of the staff whose
duty it is to attend to thia work, and, having
had many years' experience of the subject, I
ean say without fear of contradiction that no
betting houses are being openly carried on that
have not been raided or charged, partieularly
during the past six months.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Let the officer
{ook at sume of the premises near the Nor-
wood Hotel.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The re-
port continues—

It is well known in official circles, of course,
that the more openly hetting premises are car-
ried on the easier is it to obtain the necessary
evidence. There are, however, several starting-
price premises that are earried on by credit
betting, correspondence, and an approved clien-
tele, and their business i3 condueted in such
a quiet manner that no ordinary person about
town would know that they were betting
houses.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: I was speaking
of the “open slather.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: The offi-
cer in charge of the branch in question
denies the statements of the hon. member.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Did the Com-
missioner tell him what he told me?
The HONORARY MINISTER: The

hon. member should not make an interjec-
tion of that character. The report eon-
tinues:—

in connection with the latter eclass, every
endeavour has been made tu obtain the neces-
sary evidence against them. A few montha
ago we obtained by correspondence, from as
far away as the Bannister, the neecssary cvi-
dence against three ont of four offenders, with
the result that they were convicted after being
ably defended by counsel. So careful was the
fourth suspect that he returned the postal
notes to the sender and did not accept the bet.
The fact that certain names appear on cer-
tain premises is no guide to-day as to who is
the actwal occupier, This often leads people
erroneously to think that the premises have
not received attention from the Police, Then
again it iz most difficult in many cases to
establish who is the real occupier. To give
some idea of the diffieulties in this connection,
T would refer wyou to the case of 5
Highgate Hill, which has been reporterl
on. To add to our trouble on this point,
the Commonwealth departments refuse 9
agsist by sapplying any information that
would discloge who is paying for the tele-
phones on the premises in question. The police
are making every effort to cope with the prob-
lem that the law allows. It will be noted that
recently there have been several dismissals of
some assistants and vsers on whai appeared to
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we to be a weak defence. I mention this to
show that it is not a simple matter to present
a_ water-tight case to the Court. Some idea
of the nctivities of the police against betting
houses will be obtained from the report I sub-
mitted, showing that for the year ended the
30th JFune, 1939, the penalties imposed on
those connected with starting-price premises
aggregated £21,000 with £600 costs. This was
achicved by the efforts of the members of this
branch.

Hon. J. Cornell: In no ecase do you eatch
the real culprits. You ought to amend the
law.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
difficult to cateh the actnal emlprit.

Hon. J. Cornell: If you amended the
law as Forgan Smith did, you would eatch
him quickly enongh.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Caustic
criticism of the sale of town lots on the
goldfields was made by one or two mem-
bers. Referring to this question Mr, Sea-
don mentioned that very high prices were
being paid by people who were purely
speculators in the land, whereas he consig-
ered it was the desire of the Government
and Parliament that the blocks should be
available to the people requiring them at
as reasonable a priee as practicable. The
hon. memher, ag well as Mr. Williams, sug-
gested that people would get a better deal
if the blocks were balloted for. As mem-
bers are aware, provision is made undex
the Land Act for the sale by public auction
of town and suburban lands, thongh they
may be leased on such terms as the Gow-
ernor may think fit.

Hon. J. Cornell: The real objeet of the
absurd prices that were paid for land was
fo keep out the legitimate man. I refer to
the priees given by agents of jerry-builders,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thesu
lots are auctioned under two different condi-
tions:-—(1) with the right to the freehola;
(2) with the right to o lease for 99 years
only, In the case of leases, the amount of
the bid over the upset price has to be paid
in cash before the lease issues. In all in-
stances where leasehold tenure is taken, the
purehaser must build within six months, and
cannot transfer the land until a building is
erected. Contrary to the statements of Mr.
Seddon, I am advised it is the department’s
experience that this condition has been ef-
feetive. If it has not entirely eliminated
specnlation, it has considerably reduced it,
particnlarly where land agents are con-
cerned. In the last six months, 71 lots have
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heen sold, without the right to the freehold,
at an average price of £24. The average
preminm was £11. This does not appear to
be excessive, eousidering the genuine de-
mand for land in Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

Hon. J. Cornell: No less than £105 was
paid for one block practically out in the
bush, at the back of Half-Way, and more
than half a mile from the post office.

The HONORARY MINISTER; The de-
partment states that the hon, member's ve-
ferenee to the high prices being paid by
speculators probably refers to the sale last
month of a bloek of land recently released
by the Mines Department, and cut up for
sale. The other portion of the reserve had
been allotted by a land board some time ago
to various applicants on payment of a
premium in each case of £12 10s., and an
amnual rental of ten shillings. Values have
becn rising since then. The departmeint’s
experience showed that land in this loeality
was valuable; and, in accordance with the
usual practice in such eases, the lots in the
balance of the reserve were sold by ane-
tion with the right to the freehold. No
doubt there was a genuine demand for the
Iand.

Lion. J. Cornell: Could a man be foreed
to bunild on leasehold land?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The de-
partment's experience in regard to specula-
tion is that it iz most rife where the speen-
lator has obtained the land at a low figure,
and not where he has heen foreed by genuine
demand to pay the full valne. Numbers of
lots arc available for sale in both Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder. Usually these arve put up
to auction when applied for, but at the
usual monthly auection next month it is
jntended to put up a number that have
not been applied for. An application has
bheen received to make blocks available by
ballot, by which the department presumes is
meant the previous method of allotment by
a land board, This applieation is at pre
sent receiving consideration, but no decision
has vet heen arrived at.

The Government’s policy in regard to cer-
tain land at Rocky Gully in the Frankland
River district was crviticised by Mr. Witte-
noom. The hon. member stated that the
land had not heen cared for and was in faet
“roverting to mature.”  He said that one
reason why people had not taken it up
was because it could only he procured under
lease, He ~rgeested  therefore, that it

.- maintain the existing improvements.
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should be placed on the market for sale at
reasonable terms. The work of clearing and
fencing the land referved to by Mr. Witte-
noom was commenced in 1932 under the
Mitchell Government and terminated in
June 1934. At that time, of course, hun-
dreds of improved farms were vacant in the
South-West, for which genuine settlers
could not be secured. Over the period dur-
ing which improvements were carried ont
the department incurred an expenditure of
£63,930, vet in October, 1934, a valuation
made by a senior staff surveyor showed that
these improvements were worth only £10,312,
In August of the following year the loea-
tions were made available for selection at
prices ranging from 9s. 10d. to 435, 11d.
per acve, inclusive of improvements and the
purchagse money, which included interest on
the improvements, was pavable over a
period of 30 years. It was expressly pro-
vided that seloctors would be required to
The
improvements consisted mainly of part
elearing and feneing.

Hon. L. Craig: That means nothing.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Quly
one block was selected under conditional
purchase conditions.

Hon. I.. Craig: The value of the improve-
ments had gone.

The HONORARY MINTISTER: In Sep-
tember, 1936, portion of the area was made
available in three sections for leasing for
grazing purposes, subject to the following
conditions :—

(n) The Jeases to he for a

vears;

(b) That the successful applicant shall he
required to topdress aunualiy all
Inml sown to pasture with a mini-
mum of 60 1bs. of super to the acre;

(r) Al suckers on  eleared and  partly
cleared land to be destroved, yund this
lamd  kept free from suckers and
seedlings during the ferm of the
lense;

(d) That any timber felled and not burned
shall be eleared up by the lessee;

(e} That any feneing erected by the lessee
may be removed at the termination
of the lease;

{t) That no rent be payable Juring the first
three years of the lease, and after
that 2 rental as fixed by the depart-
ment shall he paid for the remaining
seven vears of the lease;

(g That each lewsee shail deposit o suin
of £10 with the depurtment, such
sitm to bhe farfeited if the foregoing
work is not curried ont to the gatis-
faction of the Minister,

period of 10
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Ouly one area, lowever, was seleeted. The
lease was cancelled a few months ago for
non-complianee with the conditions., Repre-
sentations were reecently made to the Minis-
ter for Lands concerning the encouragement
of settloment in this area. No decision has
vet been made in the matter, hut the Minis-
ter informs me that he hopes at an early
opportunity to visit the district with offi-
cers of the department, after which the
position shonld be clarified.

My. Tuckey drew attention to the extent
of poison land in the Upper Blackwood dis-
triet and suggested that the avea should be
reclassified hy the Department of Lands and
Surveys. The provisions of the Land Aet
are such that applications for review may
he made by persons who consider the price
charged for land held under C.P. contraets
is execessive because of the presence of
poison. Each ¢ase is investignted by the
department, and a decision reached ae-
cording to the merits of the claim.

In dealing with these applications, the
department takes into consideration such
matters as the date of selection, the nature
of the land earrying poison, cost of eradi-
eation of poison, productivity or carrying
capaeity, and so on. I am advised by tha
department that if any C.P. selectors in the
arcn referred to desive a revision of the
Crown price, it will be necessary for them
to submit an application to the Under Sec-
retary for Lands seiting out, in full detail.
the evidenee npon which thev hase their
claims for redunction, with particulars as to
the aetual locality and extent of peison on
each block. Careful consideration will be
given, of course, to any sueh applications.
The department points ont that in arriving
at the original prices for land selected under
C.P. conditions, allowanee was made for the
cxistenee of poison as  disclosed by the
classifications. Tn a number of instances in
the Tpper Blackwood distriet further re-
duetions have heen granted where evidence
has been addueed to show that the poison
was 1 more serious detriment than appeared
from the evidence available at the time
when the original price was fixed.

One of the hardy annuals during the
Address-in-reply debates is adverse refer.
ences to the railway refreshment rooms,

Hon. J. Cornell: The ecustomers vequire
to be hardy.

The HONORARY MIXISTER: JMr.
Fraser, for example, suggested that the
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department should take over the dining
enr services from the contractor, while
Mr, Piesse seathingly commented on the
[Perth vefreshment voom. Replying to
Mr. Fraser, the department states—

For a period of nearly 20 yvears, all dining
car aml buffet raitl serviees were run by the
department, From the inception of refresh.
ment services, rooms uand stalls have heen
leagsed.  Even under departmental control it
wps not found possible to please all patrons,
and complaints From the public filtered
through frem time to time, even as they do
to-day.

Hon. W, J. Mann:
pleased nowadays,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The de-
partwental reply eontinnes—

Western Australia is not so favourably cir-
enmstaneed as the Eastern States in so far as
density of population is concerued, and the
department considers that the present poliev
of leasing premises is the most satisfactory
under existing conditions.

No one at all is

Hon. J. Cornell: The most popular din-
ing room in Australia is a railway refresh-
ment room—but it is not in Perth.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
the argument advanced by the department
is sound. My, Cornell would not requirve a
atation like that erected at Adelaide. A
refreshiment room there must of neecssity
be very attractive to make it pay.

Hon, J. Cornell: One requires a stomach
like that of a horse if he enters the refresh-
ment room on the Perth railwny station.

The HONORARY MINISTER: With re-
gard to Mr. Piesse’s eritieism, it its rather
difficult to draw a comparison between the
Adeloide refreshment room and the West-
ern  Australian services.  The Adelaide
station is 2 comparatively new building
and, moreover, with heavy passenger traf-
tic from and to Melbourne daily and three
trains weekly from and to the West, ideal
conditions obtain for the successful opera-
tion of a refreshment service at such a
busy eentre. I regard that as a sound
argument, and really a statement of faet.
The sweeping assertions made by Mr.
Piesse regarding the refreshment room at
Perth ave not verv helpful to the depart-
ment,  If eomplaints were bronght under
notiece of the railway staff at the station
immediately, corrective measures eould he
applied, but to ventilate the matter in
Parlinment sowme months later ndmits of
little opportunity t{o investigate conditions
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that may have called for improvement at
the tume. Fortunately, all travellers do
not have the unhappy experiences detailed
by hon. members, as appreciative ‘ve-
ferenees to the refreshment services of
the W.A.G:.3. have been received from time
to time from seasoned travellers, whose
journeys have not been eonfined to the
railways of the (‘ommonwealth.

Hon. J. Cornell: They would require fo
be scasoned travellers indeed.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: At any
rate, they would be experienced travellers.
That statement indicates that everyone
does not growl. Mr, Wittenoom referred
to the lack of refreshiment facilities on the
(ireal Southern line. At one time sit-
down meals were available at the Mt
Barker refreshment room, which was very
attractive, hut, owing to lack of patronage,
the lessee was compelled to resort to the
supplying of light refreshments only. This
also proved unremunevative, and the lease
was surrendered. As no other tenant could
be induced to take over the business, the
department had no option but to close the
room.

Hon. J. XNicholson: Very decent meals
were served there vears ago.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: Yes; the
refreshment room was exeellent, but the
business was not profitable to the lessee.
The Wagin refreshment room was affected
hv the change over to the Diesel-electrie
~ervices, and, despite an offer of 25 per
cont. rveduetion in rent, the lessee at that
centre elected to terminate his connection
with the department.

Hon. J. Cornell: Would it not be prefer-
uble to permit someone to conduct the pre-
mises free of churge rather than allow the
refreshment room to remain idle?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Evi-
dently the lessec did net make a counter
offer. Regarding Mr. Wittenoom’s request
for un accelerated train service between
Perth and Albany, T am advised that the
traffic is not available to warrant a daily
express train between those two points.
However, each week one fast train is run
in each direction, While motor car speed
is not possible of attainment with the
existing railway rolling stoek and track,
the 19 hours for the journey quoted by the
hon. member is by no means eorreet. Mon-
day’s train from Perth completes the jour-
ney in 174 howrs, and Saturday’s train
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in 1613 hours, while the Friday service
lowers the travelling time to 134 hours.
When it is found necessary to substitute a
steam train for a Diesel-eleetric rail ear,
the latter’s schedule is closely adhered to by
imposing severe limits on the loading and
curtatling of stops for refreshment-.

Commenting on the existing railway
facilities on the Goldfields, Mr. Seddon said
that it was time we had “a transport ser-
vice there more in aecordance with modern
ideas.” The hon. member contended that
a system of transport that wonld provide
the people of the Goldfields with the daily
paper on the day it was printed, and which
would deliver vegetables in a reasonably
fresh state, would also seeure a large in-
erease In traffie. He said—

At present it took nine or cleven houra to
deliver vegetables by rail to Leonora or
Laverton, whereas if a motor truck were em-
ployed, they could he delivered in four, and
five and a half hours respectively.

The comparison made by Mr. Seddon is
searcely fair. Leonora is 161 miles from Kal-
goorlie and Laverton 211 miles, thus =a
motor trock would require fo average 10
miles an hour to make the times he sug-
gested. The roads wonld need to be ex-
cellent to attempt such speed, and it wouid
be rather hard to rveconcile such a speed
with the conditions of the Traffic Act, which
preseribe limits of 135 to 30 miles per hour,
according to the class of wvehicle. In any
event, for a motor vehicte to run non-stop
between Kalgoorlie and Leonora or Laver-
ton is a totally different proposition from
that of a train that has to cater for the re-
gquirements of from 17 to 23 intermediate
settlements. The Commissioner of Railways
advises that vegetables sold in Perth, say,
on Monday morning may bhe consigned any
time the same afternoon for delivery at
Kalgoorlie, 375 miles away, the following
morning. This speedy transit is made pos-
sible by utilising the express fraing runuing
between the ecity and the goldfields, but,
with the limited traffic offering for centres
beyond Kalgoorlie, combined goods and
passenger services must neeessarily operate
until sufficient business is fortheoming to
make special passenger and perishable ser-
vices practicable. The Commissioner 2dds
that the conversion of motor trucks to
enahle them to be run on railway lines, as
suggested by Mr. Seddon, is by no means
a complete answer to this transport prob-
lem, The department has a vehicle so
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equipped at Port Hedland, and, apart from
mechanical troubles, it has proved tofally
inadequate to handle the perishable traffie,
not to mention passengers.

Hon. G. W. Miles: A proper trial with
Jerishable traffic is not allowed.

The HONORARY MINISTER: But the
department claims the vehicle at Port Hed-
langd is totally inadequate.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It has never been
tried out. The department will not give ns
2 decent service. The vehicle is shut up in
a shed, and the people are starved for fresh
vegetables.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Aceord-
ing to the Commissioner of Railways, the
vehiele has been tried out.

Hon, G. W. Miles: It is about time the
department was told to keep the truck
Tinning,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Commissioner points out that the vehiele at
Port Hedland hag proved totally inadequate
to handle the perishable traffic, not to
mention passengers en route to Marble
Bar, and that distriet cannot be compared
with Laverton and Leonora from the stand-
point of population.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is one of the worst
sections of railway service in the world.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Commissioner points out that the Diesel-
clectrie rail ear bas proved highly efficient.
He considers that tvpe of unit offers greater
possibilities than expedients in the shape of
converted motor vehicles. The Minister for
Railways has informed me that the gues-
tion of additions to the present fleet of six
Diescl-electrie rail ears is now under con-
sideration, and when new routes are heing
examined the claims of Laverton, Leonora
and the Esperance lines will not be over-
lnoked.

Hon. J. Cornell: That, of course, con-
cerns the Minister himself.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Mr. Mann
drew attention to the need for inereased har-
bour facilities in the South-West, and com-
mented on what he termed “the extraordin-
ary lack of sympathv” shown by the Rail-
way Department, which is responsible for
the Busselton jetty. He gtated that portion
of the jetty was lighted by the municipality,
but that the end of the jetty was unlit. He
said:—

The fact that four seamen have lost their

lives there in recent years does not seem to
concern the department at all
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I referred the hon. member's remarks to
the department which now advises me as
follows:—

The fact that seamen have been found
drowned at Busselton cannot directly be at-
tributed to the absence of lighting,

Surely Mr, Mann will agree with that con-
tention.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They were lost at
night time.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The de-
partmental reply continues:—

The jetty is provided primarily te facilitate
loading and unloading operations of vessels
berthed at the port, and when work is ex-
tended beyond nightfall, ample illumination
in the vieinity of the ship is provided by the
vegsel’s own syatem, Therefore, for all prae-
tical purposes, additional lighting is not
required.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is quite wrong.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Further,
the department reports:—

The capital cost of the structure, which is
approximately 134 miles in length, represents
a considerable amount, while interest charges
and maintenance costs aggregate a fairly
substantial sum annually, and to sanction
further heavy expenditurc in lighting this
lengthy strocture is a atep thaf, in view of
the present state of the railway revenae at
this port, eannot be lightly undertaken.
Should, however, the business at Busselton
show any appreciable increase, the matter of
lighting the jetty will e given further con-
sideration.

Members will agree with Mr. Hamersley
and Mr. Macfarlane that there is urgent need
for action to improve the guality of cream
produced in the wheat areas. During
last year an astounding increase was
recorded in the produetion of hutter in Vie-
toria and Queensland. The whole of thiy
inerease has to be exported and sold on the
British market. Whenever the gquantity of
export butier to be marketed approaches a
point at which its sale must be pushed in
Great Britain, there is a tendeney for but-
ter of higher quality to be sold more easily
than lower grades, and at an enhanced priee.
The Commonwealth Department of Com-
merce has been warned that increased pro-
duetion in the Commonwealth will prebably
mean the placing of a quota on Australian
butter for sale in Britain, and undeubtedly
the policy, in enforeing such quota, wounld be
to restrict the export of lower grades. The
result of this would be that the lower grades
of butter wounld have to be sold in Australia
at the expense of the econsumer and at low
prices. This also wonld tend to reduce con-



472

sumption and thereby seriously affect the
returns of the dairy farmer. In prepars-
tion for the imposition of a restriction on
exports, the Commonwealth Department of
Commeree last year stated that its poliey
was gradually to eliminate from export, if
possible, the lowest grades of butter, and
to commence by prescribing that the ex-
port of butlier of a grade lower than &3
points should be prohibited. Fortunately,
only a small guantity of suwch butter has
been manufaectured in this State. It iz the
stated policy of the Department of Com-
merce to raise the quality of cxport butter
to at least Bd-point butter.

A considerable quantity of the eream pro-
duced in the wheat areas is inferior in qual-
ity, so inferior as to be unfit for the manu-
faeture of butter for export. This is due
partly to the natural conditions under which
the ereamn is produced, but more particu-
larly to carclessness or lack of knowledge
of the farmers.

Hon. J. Cornell: Or to transport.

The HONORARY MINISTER: During
the past two vears a farm-to-farm inspection
has been ecarried out in the dairy districts;
and the Department of Agriculture is in-
sisting that wherever cows are milked for
the production of eream, even in small quan-
tities, the farmers must comply with mini-
mum requirements regarding their premises.
These are as follows: Concrete floor to
milking hails, adequate drainage, a properly
constructed dairy in which to store eream,
and means of supplying boiling water at the
dairy for the washing of utensils. Tt is con-
sidered that sueh requirements should he in-
sisted upon in the Great Southern and
wheat belt arcas:; and the Department of
Agriculture is aecordingly taking the neces-
sary stops.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: The departmnent
is too late for this season.

The TTONORARY MIXISTER: The dif-
ficnlty in effecting improvement in the
quality of this eream is aggravated, to some
extent, hy the fact that some faclories are
misleading the farmer as fo its true quality,
by calling it eream of a higher grade than it
is, and paying for it as such., This low
quality eream is then mixed with the befter
products. Thus, by penalising the good pre-
ducer, a butter of eatable quality is manu-
factured which, nevertheless, is inferior to
that which would have heen manufactured
had the use of the inferior cream bheen ex-
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cluded. Good ercam can he and is being pro-
duced on many wheat helt and Great South-
ern propertics; and it is unfair that carefunl
producers should be so penalised.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Some of the
farmers are ignorant, and my eontention is
that the duty of the department is to in-
struet them.

The HONQORARY MINISTER: To
remedy  this  position, frequent check
grading at the faetories is necessary.
This should be followed up by an
interview with the supplier of the inferior
eream with the objeet of rendering him
assistanee and adviece to correct defects, The
department states that, as a rule, such ad-
viee is accepted by farmers, with good re-
sults, The department takes the view that
if farmers refuse to accept adviee and per-
sist in supplying inferior eream, they should
not be permitted to endanger the guality of
butter made {rom other supplies,

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane: I agree, but that
is not the actual position.

The HONORARY MINISTER: To carry
out this edueational work, the department
wil] require at least four additional officers.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: What would be
the cost?

The HONORARY MINISTER: About
£2,000. As dairy favmers have received, and
are still reeeiving, great assistance from
all eonsumers, hy reason of an Aus.
tralian  price, which Thas been fixed
at a profitable level by the help of
Commonwealth legislation, produeers should
be prepared to share in the cost of
this work. If the Government is to
furnish the whole of sueh inereased funds
then the taxpayers will be obligzed to con-
tribute still further to the assistance of this
industry. Furthermore, the Government has
made available considerable sums for a hull
subsidy scheme, pure breeds herd recording
and the grade herd testing of eows, experi-
mental work, and the provision of eduea-
tion and teechnieal adviee to farmers, These
sums are believed to bhe greater, in propor-
tion to the size of the industry, than those
provided for other agrienlfnral activities.
Moreover, the per ecapita consumption of
dairy produets in each State varies divectly
with the average quality of the product, so
it may he inferred that the improvement in
the quality of dairy produce in Western
Australia will similarly lead to increased
econsumption.
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If the local production of butter per head
were raised to the Australian standard, then
approximately half the quantity of butter
now exported to Great Britain at eonsider-
able loss wounld be consumed locally, and
this wounld result in a saving to producers of
at least 1d. per lb. on butter fat. The pro-
ducers’ share of the eost of providing fur-
ther edueational facilities should not be more
than one-twentieth of a penny per Ib. for
butter fat. This would probably result in
a twenty-fold inerease. Here I may mention
that the Minister for Agriculture is at
present considering a proposal which, if
decided on, will enable the Department of
Agriculture to employ additional dairy in-
speetors.

Members: Hear, hear!

The HONORARY MINISTER: With re-
gard to Mr. Tuckey’s references to conta-
gious abortion, I am advised that the De-
partment of Agriculture fully realises the
dangers of this disease in dairy herds and
the difficulty experienced in its control.
The disease is of world-wide incidence, yet
no country has been able to adopt mea-
sures of control which are economically
sound. The cost of such methods would be
fabulous, and would considerably outweigh
the wastage caused by the disease. Control
of contagions abortion depends solely
upon the detection of infected animals.
This ean only be done by eollecting a
sample of the blood of each cow and sub-
jecting it to a laboratory test, which would
be an enormous and costly task. The
sequel wonld be the destruetion of each
reacting animal; the greater number of
the animals would be immune and produc-
ing to full eapaeity.

Hon, H. Tuckey: But when farmers know
their herds are infected, would it not be
well to prevent sales of cows for dairying
purposes ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Immun-
ity to contagious abortion usually takes
place after the first or second abortion.
Although becoming normal in all” other
respects, these c¢ows are still capable of
transmitting the disease. This faci is
admitted by one of the dairymen mentioned
by My. Tuckey who, for economic reasons,
decided not to destroy reactors. The only
alternative is that advocated by fthe de-
partment. namely, eontrol by individual
effort. Enecouragement is given to owners
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te eliminate this disease by testing their
herds and destroying reaetors, If the
disease cannot be eradicated by this
method, then the department recommends
that the herd as a whole be allowed to be-
come immune,

While the prevention of the sale of un-
tested and infected ecows is not possible,
it would not be reasonable to prevent the
sale of tested and infeeted cows. How-
ever, in the latter case, where possible,
destruction is ordered. Sabina Vale iz a
depot for the distribution of dairy cows.
Persons purchasing cattle from that depot
would run the same risk as when buying
at a sale, or privately from any stock-
breeder in any part of the State.

In moving the adoption of the Address-
in-reply, Mr. Fraser suggested that the
Government should give consideration to
the question of eliminating ecourt fees on
estates up to €200 in value. I have refer-
red this matter to the Minister for Jus-
tice who advises me as follows:—

Court fees payable on personal applica-
tions under £200 average about £2, including
the personal application fee of £1. Com-
missioners’ fees for swearing affidavits, cte,
range from 6s. to about 15a. per application,
aceording to the number of documents in-
volved. In any event it is difficult to see how
these latter fees could be eliminated. Stamp
duty paid to the Treasury (10s. on bonds over
£100) in all applications for administration,
and cost of forms {4s. 6d. for a full set), are
further matters for consideration. It should
be borne in mind that not infrequently per-
sonal applications in small estates are made
not by widows or impoverished persons, but
by persons in comparatively good circum-
stances,

The practice in the past has been for
neeessitons persons applying for a grant and
unable to pay the court fees to apply to the
Minister for a remission of the feea. Several
such remisgions have heen allowed in recent
years.

During the debate, Mr. E. H. H- Hall
pointed out that when a widow or next-of-
kin wishes to obtain probate or letters of
adminisiration in a small estate, the appli-
cant must apply personally at the Probate
Office. This provision, he said, placed poor
people living in the country at a particular
disadvantage, and he therefore suggested
that the Act be amended fo enable applica-
tions to he made by post, or alternatively
that district agents shonld be appointed.
The Minister for Justice advises me that it
would he hoth inadvisable and impracticable
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to allow applications to be made hy post.
He states--

‘There would in such ease be a grave risk
of fraud or imposture taking |Mace, or of n
grant heing made in favour of a person not
entitled thereto. Again, it would generally
he impassiMle to deal satisfactorily with ap-
plicants, as in most cases the personal attend-
ance on the applicant of an experienced
officer iy essentinl in order to have the neces-
sary papers properly prepared and completed.

In dealing with some applications seriovs
difficulties and delays would be unaveidable,
and in any cvent it would be necessary to
appoint an officer specially to attend to ap-
plications by post.

Dealing with the appointment of district
agents, the Minister comments as follows:—

If distriet agents were appointed, a good
deal of extra worl would devolve on the
Prohate Officc and on the typiste, necessitat-
ing increase of staff and also of accommoda-
tion, which at present is cramped. At best,
a distriet agent could only be expeeted to
prepare a fairly simple application, and the
more diffienlt applications would be prepared
at the Probate Oflice on the information for-
warded by the agent., There would naturally
be a good deal of correspondence with district
agents, whom it would be necessary to gnide
and assist,

In the main, members have refrained from
treating the plight of the wheat and wool
industries as a politieal issue. There has
acaordingly been a mumber of thoughtful
contributions to the debate on this most vital
snbjeet, all of which have served to em-
phasise the difliculties that must attend our
cfforts to ronder adequate assistance to these
two staple industries. With regard to the
wheat industry, events in the conference
chamber during the last few weeks have not
hrought collaboration between the Common-
wealth and the States any closer: and the
position fo-day is that the whole question of
stabilising the industry is in a state of flux.
All that it is possible to say at this juncture
is that the Government is prepared to give
the industry all the support it legitimately
can, having regard to its responsibilities in
ather directions.

During the course of the debate, Mr.
Hamersley said—

The various Governments throughout Auas-
tralin seem almost to have shut their eves to
the dreadful conditions under which farmers
and pastoralists arc labouring.

So far as our Government is concerned, I
think that its actions have shown a full
recognition of the conditions to which the
hon. member referred. It is true that, be-
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cause of the impossibility of anticipating
future international trends in world trade,
the Government has not attempted to formu-
late a long-range policy in resperct fo pri-
mary production. At the same time, how-
ever, it should be recognised that the Gov-
ernment has all along had regard to the
fundamental difficulties of the man on the
land. In this connection, I instance the
amendment of the Agricultural Bank Aet,
whieh, for the first time, provided autherity
for the writing down of farmers’ debts to
the State; the reduction in the capitalisation
of group holdings; the reclassification and
tevaluation of lands in the marginal areas;
the revaluation of various repurchaced
estates; and the deferment, capitalisation,
and suspension of arrears in respect of re-
purchased estates.

In the marginal areas the Government,
through the Agriculiural Bank, has been
active in transferring settlers, thus reducing
the ncreage sown to wheat and assisting set-
tlers to engage in mixed farming. Wherever
it has been possible to stock the areas with
sheep or cattle, every encouragement has
been given to sctilers to change over from
wheat. The examples 1T have given of the
Govermment's practical sympathy for the
agricultnrist eould Dbe multiplied indefi-
nitely. ‘Turning now to the pastoral indus-
try, I think members will admit that the
Government has rendered valuable assistance
to woolgrowers during a period of grave
difficulty, Pastoralists, for example, have
had the henefit of the rents velief policy of
the Government; and here I may mention
that for the period ended December last,
vents waived will probably amount fo not
less than £200,000. Moveover, substantial
rebates have been made in the rates of trans-
port of fodder and material, while sheep
have been returned from agistment by rail
free of cost.

Regarding the electoral law, Mr. Piesse
and several gthes members suggested it
should be amended to provide against the
aceepiance of the nomination of a person
for parliamentary election, where such a
person is in some way disqualified from tak-
ing his seat. T referred these suggestions
to the Minister for Justice, who advises me
as follows:—

Whatever amendment of the Aet was pre-
scribed, it could have no effect on the nomina-
tion, as there would have to be some inquiry
and perhaps a trial to ascertain whether or
not a candidate was disgunalified. Against
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any deeision of a returning officer or a court,
there might be some appeal, and the outeome
would be a postponement of the election until
a Hinal decision was obtained.

The wording of the nomination paper (form
2¢ in the clcetoral regulations) econld be
amended by adding after the word ‘‘quali-
fied’? in the form the words ‘‘and not in any
way disqualified’’; and Section 188 might be
amended by making it an offence for any
person to nominate us a candidate for an
clection whe is disqualified in the terms of
Hection 31 of the Constitution Act Amend-
meat Act (63 Vic, No. 19). The penalty
wight be either & monetary one in a large
sum, or else imprisonment.

Mr. Macfarlane expressed disappointment
at the long delay in the provision of a new
South Perth ferry. This, he said, was be-
cause the work of completing and altering
the plan of the vessel from a double-ender
to a single-ender had not been completed.
The General Manager of the Tramways,
Ferries and Electricity Supply advises me
that the delay was not occasioned by the
preparation of drawings of the vessel, but

by the time taken for the return of tenders-

for the propelling machinery; and tenders
had to be re-called both in England and
locally.

With regard to the department’s de-
cision to discontinue the provision of an
additional step on tramears, the Gceneral
Manager states that the cost of altering the
vehicles to provide for three steps ecould
not be justified in view of the financial posi-
tion of the tramways. He points out that
the alteration involves not merely the addi-
tion of another step, but the remodelling of
the whole of the front platform of each
tram. This, of course, would be an expen-
sive modification.

I thank hon. members for the patient
hearing they have given me. 1 am glad
to report that the Chief Secretary is rap-
idly regaining his health. It has been a
pleasure for me to fill his place, and I
take the opportunity of thanking members
for the very courteous treatment they have
extended to me during his absence.

I have also an apology to make. I
understand that Mr. Holmes wished to
speak on the Address-in-reply; it was quite
unintentional on my part that he did not
et an opportunity to do so.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

On motion by the Honorary Minister

"resolved: That the Address be presented to
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tis Excellency the Lieut.-Governor by the
President and such members as may desire
to accompany him,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray—West) [6.22]: I move —

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 12th September,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.22 p.m.

Pegislative Hagembly,

Thursday, 31st August, 1839.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—RELIEF WORKERS,
Opportunities for Training.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Labour: As the Address-in-reply debate has
ended and no reply has been given to differ-
ent suggestions put forward, will he now
give consideration to and make a statement
regarding the propesal submitted by me on
Wednesday, the 16th August? The proposal
referred to rcecived favourable comment in
a sob-leader which appeared in the “West



